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UCSB Crew is a sport club, 

distinguished by professional 

leadership and coaching, which 

offers students the opportunity to 

explore and expand their 

capabilities by participating in a 

competitive sport as 

representatives of their 

University. Participation in 

competitive college sports builds 

character by developing values of 

teamwork, commitment, 

selfsacrifice, discipline, and 

achievement and reinforces the 

university's core values of 

scholarship, leadership, and 

citizenship while providing 

students with a healthy balance to 

their academic pursuits. 

 

Visit ucsbcrew.org for more info 



The Tenth Seat 

 

WIRA Championships 

  

After having one of the most successful 

starts to a season in Gaucho history, the men and 

women were ready to take the Western 

Intercollegiate Rowing Association Championships 

by storm.  UCSB was the biggest team at the 

championships, entered in nearly every event for both 

men and women.  The Gauchos looked to improve on 

their impressive finishes from last year which 

included multiple medals in the men’s and women’s 

events as well as the team points trophy for the men. 

 The first day of racing was incredibly 

successful for both the men’s and women’s team.  All 

of the women’s 8
+
s had made the grand finals of their 

respective events.  The men’s varsity team would not 

get shown up as they finished first in their heat in 

every event, safely securing spots in the grand final.  

The novice men raced their way into a grand final 

position as well.  Although the heats had finished, the 

Gauchos were not finished racing on Saturday.  The 

novice and varsity women’s 4
+
 both raced in the third 

final in the afternoon, finishing first and third in their 

respective races.  The men’s novice 4
+
 ended up 

getting fifth in their petite final. 

 UCSB was in great position to return home 

with medals around their necks along with the 

possibilities of bringing a banner home.  The men’s 

2
-
 was the first event of the day for the Gauchos.  

This boat was the only boat that UCSB has entered 

without a coxswain, leaving the responsibilities of 

steering, motivation, and race plan to the two rowers 

themselves.  They put on a great performance coming 

in fourth place behind other schools that placed their 

top rowers in the 2
-
.  The next event for the Gauchos 

was the men’s second novice 8
+
 who were able to 

grab the first medal for UCSB, finishing in second 

place by open water.  The women’s second novice 8
+
 

immediately followed and were able to grab a medal 

as well by finishing third, narrowly missing out on 

second by 0.8 seconds. 

 The men’s varsity 4
+
 were up next for the 

Gauchos which proved to be the closest race of the 

regatta.  The 4
+
 was down with less than 100 meters 

to go but somehow managed to sprint past Seattle 

Pacific University and clip them for first place by 0.1 

seconds.  It was an impressive finish that tested the 

nerves as well as the determination of rowers in both 

boats.  Two years ago, Seattle Pacific University beat 

UCSB by 0.1 seconds in the same event, so it was 

great for the Gauchos to not let history repeat itself. 

 With the first trophy under their belt, the 

Gauchos were ready to continue with their winning 

ways.  The novice women’s 8
+
 was next and they 

were able to finish in fifth place among tough 

competition, which included the likes of Gonzaga 

and San Diego St., both Division I programs.  The 

men’s novice 8
+
 immediately followed and finished 

third, 0.9 seconds ahead of San Diego St.  This was 

the first medal that the Gauchos had won in the 

men’s novice 8
+
 event in recent history. 

 The women’s junior varsity 8
+
 had an 

incredible performance, beating UCSD for second 

place, a boat that they had not yet beat this season 

following a double digit margin defeat on opening 

day.  The men’s junior varsity 8
+
 followed and threw 

down their best race of the season, beating the rest of 

the field by open water to claim the first trophy in 

this event in Gaucho history.  The men’s lightweight 

8
+
 followed right after and put out a good 

performance, earning second place. 

 After the success of the other boats, both the 

men’s and women’s varsity 8
+
 had a lot of pressure 

on their shoulders to continue the success.  The 

men’s varsity 8
+
 raced first and put out a strong race 

with an incredibly strong finish, but were not able to 

catch up to UC Irvine who shot out at the start.  The 

Gauchos grabbed second place only losing to the 

winners by 0.8 seconds.  The women’s varsity 8
+ 

put 

out a strong race as well, finishing third in their final.  

They were in contact with both Western Washington 

and UCSD as they were within 3 seconds of both 

boats. 

 Overall, it was an incredible performance by 

the Gauchos as 9 of the 14 boats that UCSB entered 

won medals, along with two trophies, and the team 

points award for the men’s side.  To top it all off, 

Desmond Stahl won Coach of the Year for the men’s 

side as well.  The Gauchos has set the bar extremely 

high for future teams as it will take an even better 

performance with a stronger team to try and match 

what the Gauchos had done. 

 

By Sean Nelson 
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ACRA National Championships
 

In the Spring of 2011, the ACRA 

Championships were held at Lake Lanier for the first 

time. The rowers and coaches were so satisfied by the 

venue that this past year marked the third in row in 

Gainesville. The conditions have been constant, and 

we can now expect nearly the same racing every 

year. UCSB brought some change this year however. 

For the first time, at least in my experience, there was 

an atmosphere of expectation among the men and 

women representing Gaucho Rowing. This year it 

was easy to tell that it wouldn't be enough to use an 

excellent venue to describe ACRA as a "good 

weekend." This year we needed performance. 

 I saw many satisfied faces after the racing 

on Sunday. And they were rightly deserved. On the 

women's side, the novice 4+ and N8 come out with 

breakthrough runs to 3
rd

 and 2
nd

, respectively. The 

2N8, competing in the N8 race, finished 6
th

. The JV8 

went up against some fast crews and was just edged 

out for 3
rd

.The V8 ended a string of 4
th

 place finishes 

at ACRA and broke into the medals, taking silver. On 

the men's side, there was more success on all levels. 

The 2N8, in an event reserved for the largest and 

deepest crews, finished 4
th

. The novice 4+ and 8 

dominated reps and showed speed in the grands, 

taking 6
th

 and 7
th

. The Novice Lightweight 4 cruised 

straight into grands took a solid 5
th

. The varsity pair, 

with about 2 days of practice prior, finishes 2
nd

 in 

petites-ahead of crews they had previously lost to. 

The JV "B" boat, competing in the JV event, was 

strong in the petites and easily beat the one other 3V- 

 

 

entered by a fast Michigan program. The varsity 4+, 

against the top four rowers from a lot of schools, 

finished 5
th

- also ahead of Michigan. The JV 8 and 

V8, in arguably the fastest fields in recent years, 

fought to get to grands and turned around and fought 

in the grand finals to take 7
th

 and 6
th

. And bringing it 

all home was the Varsity Light 4, finishing first in a 

field of 15, including Virginia- a crew that won at 

SIRA and medaled at Dad Vail's and was the clear 

favorite entering the weekend.  

 From my perspective, this was a first at the 

men's varsity level and I am extremely honored to 

have been a part of it. The diets and cutting and extra 

workouts proved worthwhile. That post-race 

doughnut (actually 3 and several doughnut holes…) 

was even sweeter with a gold medal around my neck. 

Here's a shout out to Ryan, Austin, Culver, and 

Wendy-each of whom showed a dedication fitting to 

a national champion- no way I could've done it 

without all of you. And to my fellow legacy rowers, 

congratulations on sticking it out, all of you guys and 

girls have put in an impossible amount of work and I 

have utmost respect for all of you. 

 

 

By Nolan Estremo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Novice 4
+ 

and Novice 8
+
 

posing with their medals with 

Coach Sharon and Kate at 

Lake Lanier in Georgia. 
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Racing Season Reflection 
After the Gauchos had one of the most successful seasons in history, here are some thoughts from our crew 

 

Varsity Men 

 

As a 4th year rower, this year has been 

bittersweet. Although, with all the hard work we put 

in, it ended up being much more sweet than bitter. 

Nonetheless, it is hard realizing that there is no next 

year, especially during championship season. If you 

embrace this positively, it means training as hard as 

you can to make the end of the season memorable, 

and to go out knowing that you put down everything 

you had for your boat, team, and program. That is the 

mentality that I, as well as the other fourth years, had 

going into championship season. And it truly turned 

out to be the most memorable yet. At the West coast 

WIRA championships, we had all five of our varsity 

entries make it into the grand finals, and took home 

over thirty medals collectively, and three trophies, 

winning Team Points by more than 100 points. A 

month later, at the national championships in 

Georgia, we were able to perform very well against a 

tight field and saw our lightweight four take first. All 

in all, it was a great end to the season, and after 

putting in four years of hard work, I know that I can 

speak for every fourth year rower and say that it was 

well worth the commitment. So now the question is: 

what comes next? Luckily rowing is for all ages, and 

I am looking forward to continuing this sport that I 

have fallen in love with. While my four years of 

college rowing have come to an end, this has been 

just the start of a career that I intend to continue. 

 

By Adam Randall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varsity Women 

 

 This past spring brought an end to the 2013 

UCSB Rowing season. Looking back on the season, I 

am extremely impressed and proud to been a part of 

the legacy and tradition of UCSB crew. The women 

had a very successful spring quarter. Our V1 started 

out the quarter with a close second in the grand finals 

at the San Diego Crew Classic, as well as another 

close second in the petite finals for our V2. It was a 

hard second place to take for both crews, but it only 

helped fuel our motivation and determination to go 

faster for the rest of the races to face us during spring 

quarter. 

WIRAs is easily one of my favorite races of 

this year. Everything that we had been working for, 

both in the V1 and the V2, came together beautifully. 

The V1 took third place while the V2 took second 

place. I was 5 seat in the V2 for our second place 

victory. Before the race we knew we were going to 

be going up against UCSD, the team that beat out the 

V2 by 2 seconds at San Diego Crew Classic. This 

was our time for redemption, and we were ready for 

it. The V2 grand final race is a blur to me. I 

remember being bow ball to bow ball with UCSD at 

some point, and then going into our sprint taking the 

lead and beating UCSD by 2 seconds—the same 

margin that they had beaten us by at Crew Classic. It 

was an amazing race and I couldn’t have been more 

proud to be on the podium with my team and with 

silver medal around my neck. 

Before I knew it, we were on a plane headed 

to Atlanta for ACRAs. As a senior, this was the last 

time I was ever going to compete as a student athlete. 

It was a weird feeling showing up to the race course. 

This was the last weekend I would be required to 

wake up at the crack of dawn to go out onto the 

water, the last weekend I would be wearing a UCSB 

jersey, and the last weekend I would be racing with 

my team that I consider to be my family. Our V1 

finally broke the “fourth place curse” that had been 

upon the UCSB women’s varsity team by placing 

second. I couldn’t be more proud of my girls in the 

V1, it was an extremely satisfying and exciting 

second place.  I raced as bow seat in the V2, and 

finished off my UCSB rowing career with a fourth 

place finish, just three-tenths of a second behind third 

place. Although it was a fourth place finish, I am still 

amazed and extremely proud of the performance 

shown by both the varsity boats at ACRAs.   

To say UCSB had a great season of rowing 

is a severe understatement. Being able to see the 

progress from last year to this year has been so 

exciting to be a part of. Although my glory days on 

the team are now over, I can only hope I have helped 

contribute to something bigger than me.  I look 

forward to next year being on shore as a proud 

alumni and watching the team win more races and go 

even faster than this year.   The things we have 
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accomplished as a varsity women’s team have 

amazed me, and I so incredibly proud to be able to 

have the privilege of being able to say I am a UCSB 

rower.  

 

 

  

By Katie Armstrong 

 

 

Novice Men 

With the end of the racing season 

approaching, the rest of the novice squad and I had 

fully committed the majority our time to rowing, and 

we found ourselves both anxious and excited as the 

time came for us to compete in our two biggest races 

of the year, WIRA and ACRA.  We had been training 

all year doing countless water and land workouts, 

pushing ourselves to and over the limit in preparation 

for these two races, and we didn’t want our hard 

work to go unnoticed.  Our Coach Scott Wike, had 

been explaining to us all year that we were going to 

be the fastest novice squad ever to walk through 

UCSB, and this was our chance to prove it. The 

pressure was on and we knew it. When we arrived in 

Sacramento for WIRA, Scott sat the Novice 8+ down 

and fiercely explained to us that he truly believed we 

could take this race from OCC and win. He said that 

if we raced OCC 100 times we could definitely win 

at least once, so why couldn’t that be this time? 

Sitting ready at the start it was easy to tell the nerves 

were flowing throughout the boat, but we didn’t let 

that get to our heads. Because we knew that if we 

rowed together as a team, like we had done all year, 

we could be fast. While we didn’t beat OCC, we had 

one of the strongest races of our season and managed 

to become the first Novice 8+ at UCSB to take away 

a bronze medal at WIRA. ACRA, presented itself 

with a new set of challenges as we would be 

competing against some of the most experienced 

crews in the country. Once again, being little novices, 

we had no idea what to expect. We were just excited 

to get out on the water and row as fast as we could 

with our teammates and friends. The results at ACRA 

showed just how fast we had become over the course 

of the year, which indicated to us that all the pain and 

suffering we had endured was worth it.  I consider 

myself so lucky to have joined UCSB crew, to work 

with some of the most hardworking guys I’ve ever 

met, and to get challenge myself to grow stronger 

everyday.  I couldn’t have asked for a better year. 

   

 

By Vic Porter 

Novice Women 

 Standing on the sidelines watching the 

novice women’s 4 race conclude, the outcome was 

uncertain.  Holding 3
rd

 and 4
th

 place were UCSB and 

University of Chicago, who were bow ball to bow 

ball as they crossed the finish line.  Being too close to 

immediately call, the audience was left with confused 

looks of uncertainty and hope.  The majority of the 

UCSB rowing team crowded around the water line as 

close as they could manage to the boats that had just 

finished.  Looks were going around and casual 

guesses were being murmured as the world seemed to 

stand still with anticipation.  All of a sudden, 5 sets of 

hands flew into the air and joyous screams echoed 

across the water.   That particular UCSB boat had 

taken third.  Tears of happiness were not only shed 

from the rowers in the 4, but from their teammates on 

the sidelines.  As they made their way to receive their 

medals, the UCSB support group was a cloud of 

continuous cheering and picture taking.  I’ve never 

felt so much energy from a group of people.  It’s 

moments like this that make this sport unlike any 

other.  We practice as a team, we win as a team and 

support each other through the whole ordeal.   

In another race, the first novice eight had an 

amazing finish, only coming in second to Grand 

Valley.  I wish that our boat had been able to see the 

end, but we were in the same race.  One of my 

personal favorite moments from the actual race was 

afterwards the majority of the people in the B boat 

turned around to look at our other boat and I 

remember just pointing at the UCSB A boat and 

having one person in the boat point back and raise 2 

fingers in the air for second place and all of us 

cheering for them.  Honestly, we probably looked 

crazy cheering for another boat, but other teams just 

don’t understand the support system our team has.  It 

was such an awesome feeling to know that our 

teammates had taken second and that we were able to 

keep up with the rest of the pack.  Being a B boat in 

the A boat race did not stop us from rowing as 

passionately as we could.  In my opinion, it was the 

best row that I had ever had.  Although my boat tied 

for sixth, we were not disappointed because we came 

into the race knowing that we would not place. I feel 

like as a boat we just wanted to have a race that we 

could look back on and be proud of, and we did!  I’m 

pretty sure that all of the novice women boats 

accomplished that.  After the race, as we were putting 

the boat down, I looked around and all that I could 

see were smiles.  Our boat had finally meshed and 

rowed well together and we all knew it.  Sadness of 

not returning with a medal did not completely 

disappear, but the overwhelming joy for our 

teammates surpassed any upset feelings any of us had 
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as we all celebrated UCSB’s success.  ACRAs was 

such a great experience and I’m so proud of 

everyone.  We have grown so much as a team and 

I’m so honored to call these people my best friends.  

Thanks for the memories!   

 

 

 

 

By Sarah Lloyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013-2014 Officers
 

Hello Friends, Family, and Teammates,  

 

My name is Nate Clark and I am honored to 

announce my election as the President of the UCSB 

Rowing Club for the upcoming year, our 50th year as 

a program. To have the privilege to serve this group 

of student athletes as President has been a dream of 

mine since I first sat in a UCSB rowing shell and 

experienced the traditions of our storied past. I look 

ahead optimistically to continue the growth we have 

seen in the past few years and to conquer the 

challenges we will undoubtedly face along the way, 

doing my best to continue promoting a culture of 

ambition, tenacity, and respect. With such a stellar 

group of coaches and officers leading our program I 

can only envision a remarkable year to be held as a 

standard for speed, fundraising, recruitment, and 

reputation by future UCSB rowers as well as teams 

around the country hoping to mimic our success.  

 

Thank You, 

Nate Clark, #1323 

Congratulations to the following rowers for being 

elected as the officers for the 2013-2014 season: 

 

President: Nate Clark 

Viec President: K’Ehleyr McNulty 

Secretary: Wendy Chan 

Men’s Whip: Donald Mahnke, Loren Bowers 

Women’s Whip: Morgan Bachus, Jaycee Dean 

Men’s Recruiting: Steven Watts, Max Mercado 

Women’s Recruiting: Nilou Sarvian, Tatiana Rocha 

Fundraising: Lillie Peterson-Wertanen 

Clothing Officer: Sarah Muno 

Website Officer: Alex Simes 

Media Officer: Blake Rogers 

Alumni Liaison: Austin Grove, McKenna Lux, 

Jessica Mosbarger 

Parent Coordinator: Alana Titzler 

Equipment Officer: Julia Quinn, Demi Good 

 

 

To All of the Parents and Supporters
 
 Both the men’s and the women’s team 

would like to thank all of the parents and supporters 

that have helped house, feed, and support our team 

the whole year.  As a club sport, we do not receive 

any stipends for food or travel that other 

intercollegiate athletes as well as other rowing 

programs may receive.  Without the generosity from  

 

many of the parents, it would make it much harder 

for our team to afford to travel all over California for 

our races.  The support we received at our races were 

amazing as well.  At every race we had, the Gaucho 

crew had a very large crowd.  With each of us giving 

it our all on the race course, everyone yelling for us 

on the sideline provides the extra boost that we need. 

 

 

The Varsity 8
+
 posing with their 

ACRA medals with Coach Mike 


